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the custom of the state, with full powers, would be CHAP.XXVI.
preferable to the appointment of a minister with
our support under the regency, for this latter ar-
rangement can hardly fail to produce either a
divided and inefficient government or an odious
usurpation." After limiting the right of interfer-
ence by the British government to the states to-
wards which it stands in the relation of a superior
and a protector, it was observed that, with regard to
those states, " we cannot be indifferent spectators
of long-continued anarchy therein, without ulti-
mately giving up India again to the pillage and
confusion from which we rescued her in 1817 and
1818." Most justly did Sir Charles Metcalfe then
proceed to apply the experience of the past as a
warning for the future. " We attempted," he con-
tinued, " to 'act on the principle of non-interference
after the peace of 1806; we had succeeded to Scin-
dia, as lord paramount of the states between the
Sutleje and the Jumna, but we abstained from ex-
ercising the authority which we had acquired. Some
of those states had internal dissensions which they
called on us to settle/ We replied, that it was con-
trary to our system to interfere in the affairs of
other states. The disappointed parties applied to
Kunjeet Singh. He was not loath, and after feeling
his way cautiously, and finding no opposition from
us, gradually extended his power and influence over
the whole country between fthe Sutleje and the
Jumna. " It became the principal business of our
negotiation with him, in 1808 and 1809, to remedy
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